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A  commercial  report  for  1915  from  any  industrial  district  of  Ger- 
many must  present  conditions  for  the  most  iDart  abnormal.  The 
foreign  trade  of  the  country  is  largely  at  a  standstill.  The  Frank- 
fort district,  important  as  a  commercial  and  industrial  center,  has 
naturally  shared  in  the  general  conditions. 

This  does  not  mean  that  factories  are  shut  down  or  that  business 
is  suspended  to  any  considerable  extent.  Most  of  the  manufacturing 
concerns  in  the  district  have  been  in  operation,  while  many  have  run 
overtime,  or  even  with  double  shifts.  In  some  cases  plants  have  been 
greatly  enlarged  and  the  same  dividends  have  been  paid  as  in  time 
of  peace,  or  even  increased  dividends.  This  has  been  done,  further- 
more, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  large  sums  have  been  set  aside  for 
the  support  of  widows  and  children  of  workmen  and  for  general 
i"elief  purposes. 

Women  Workers — Increased  Wages. 

There  ha^e  been  none  of  the  usual  signs  of  a  commercial  panic, 
with  labor  unemployed  or  wages  cut.  Persons  of  both  sexes  wlio 
have  desired  employment  have  been  able  to  find  it  without  difficulty. 
Factories,  it  is  true,  in  man}^  cases  entirely  changed  the  character  of 
their  output,  installing  new  machinery  and  processes  to  meet  the  de- 
mands created  by  the  Avar.  Vast  niunbers  of  women  have  been  em- 
ployed in  factory  labor  to  take  the  place  of  men  who  have  entered 
the  army. 

The  experience  in  this  district  has  been  that  for  many  kinds  of  fac- 
tory labor  women  are  making  highly  satisfactory  substitutes  for 
men,  as  they  are  on  electric  cars,  both  as  conductors  and  in  charge 
of  motors.  In  some  cases  women  are  being  successfully  installed  as 
forewomen  in  factories  where  women  are  employed.  The  opinion  is 
expressed  that  the  training  obtained  by  a  large  body  of  women  in 
work  ordinarily  done  by  men  in  factories,  offices,  banks,  and  else- 
where will  be  of  considerable  assistance  when  peace  is  restored  in 
helping  to  bridge  over  the  results  of  the  war  upon  the  various  indus- 
tries and  enable  them  the  more  promptly  to  reestablish  themselves 
and  take  their  former  position. 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase  since  the  war  in  the  rate  of  wages 
paid,  amounting,  it  is  said,  from  20  per  cent  to  40  per  cent,  although 
the  actual  cost  of  labor  in  many  industries,  due  in  part  to  the  hiring 
of  many  inexperienced  employees,  as  Avell  as  to  the  existing  condi- 
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tions  under  Avhicli  all  classes  have  been  more  or  less  affected,  is  said 
to  have  been  from  40  per  cent  to  50  per  cent  more  than  for  some 
time  r)revious  to  the  war. 

Satisfactory  Dividends,  Railway  and  Bank  Earnings,  Etc. 

Business  conditions  during  the  past  year  were  reflected  in  a  rela- 
tively active  iron  and  steel  industry,  not  only  as  regards  military 
requirements  but  showing  a  fair  export  to  neutral  countries.  Prices 
have  been  considerably  higher  for  many  products  than  in  time  of 
peace.  Railway  earnings  have  shown  a  tendency  to  increase  apart 
from  demands  made  in  the  movement  of  troops  and  military  supplies. 
Dividends  of  many  of  the  larger  banks  and  industrial  concerns  have 
been  up  to  or  even  above  those  of  peace  times,  notAvithstanding  large 
sums  have  in  many  cases  been  set  aside  for  relief  purposes  and  as 
i-eserve.  Manufacturing  concerns  are  said  to  Inne  written  off  lib- 
erally to  meet  the  cost  of  changes  made  in  the  reequipraent  of 
factories  to  make  war  materials. 

The  amiual  reports  of  several  of  the  Uirge  banking  concerns  give 
brief  resumes  of  industrial  and  financial  conditions  for  the  year. 
These  reports  note  improvement  over  1914  in  the  labor  market  and 
in  the  business  situation  generally.  Bank  earnings,  as  shown  by 
reports  and  dividends  declared,  have  been,  generally  speaking,  satis- 
factory. The  Deutsche  r)ank  is  paying  a  12|  per  cent  divirlend,  as 
against  10  per  cent  for  the  preceding  year,  thus  returning  to  the  rate 
paid  for  some  years  before  the  war.  Other  large  concerns  show  a 
favorable  business  year  so  far  as  earnings  are  concerned. 
A  Leading  Center  of  American  Trade. 

The  district  ranks  as  one  of  the  three  chief  centers  of  American  trade 
in  Germany.  This  trade  has  been  for  the  most  part  well  crganized 
and  formerly  covered  a  wide  and  increasing  range  of  products,  in- 
cluding copper,  oils,  machinery,  leather,  lumber,  rubber  tires,  lard^ 
dried  fruits,  office  furnishings,  shoes,  adding  machines,  cash  regis- 
ters, t3'pewriters,  and  a  great  variety  of  miscellaneous  articles.  Un- 
der war  conditions,  however,  this  trade  has  suffered  considerably. 
Stocks  of  American  goods  could  not  be  replenished  on  account  of 
trans- Atlantic  shipping  conditions,  and  several  of  the  agencies  have 
been  closed,  although  the  business  quarters  have  in  most  cases  been 
retained,  and  it  is  intended  to  resume  operations  when  conditions 
permit. 

Factories  in  the  district  ov,  ned  by  Americans  or  in  which  American 
capital  is  interested  ha^'e  in  most  cases  been  in  operation  with  fair 
returns.  A  well-knov<-n  American  concern  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  agricultural  implements  operates  two  factories  in  (lermany, 
and  is  able  to  supply  the  larger  part  of  its  business  here.  Other 
American  concerns  also  with  ample  Avarehouse  facilities  and  accus- 
tomed to  carry  a  fair  supply  of  their  products  have  been  abk  to 
carry  on  their  business. 
Increased  Prices  of  Commodities. 

Prices  of  nearly  all  commodities  have  iBcreased  in  Germany. 
The  difficulty  of  obtaining  raw  materials  of  many  kinds,  together 
with  the  extraordinary  demands  for  many  products  as  the  direct  re- 
sult of  the  war,  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  and  in  some  cases  the 
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greed  of  dealers  and  speculators  to  reap  large  profits  have  all  tended 
to  raise  prices.  Much  has  been  done  by  the  State  and  by  municipali- 
ties to  regulate  the  prices  of  a  great  variety  of  food  products  and 
other  staples  and  thus  prevent  the  cornering  of  merchandise  for 
speculative  purposes.  Heavy  fines  and  other  penalties  have  in  many 
cases  been  assessed  against  persons  who  have  violated  these  regula- 
tions. 

The  following  list  of  products  with  their  prices  in  Xovember, 
1915,  as  compared  with  the  prices  in  1913,  is  taken  from  a  small 
booklet  issued  by  the  Dreadener  Bank.  The  prices  of  these  com- 
modities doubtless  varied  some  in  different  parts  of  Germany  owing 
to  local  conditions.  The  claim  is  made  in  the  booklet  that  the  in- 
crease in  prices  of  these  products  in  Germany  is  no  more  than  in  the 
other  countries  at  war  and  in  some  cases  is  actually  less  than  in  these 
countries.  Weights  are  given  in  kilos  (about  2i  pounds),  measures 
in  liters  (1^  quarts). 


Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Articles. 

Price. 

of 
increase. 

Articles. 

Price. 

of 
increase. 

Wheat  flour 

...kilo.. 

SO.  123 

39.1 

Ric3 

...kilo.. 

f0.41 

252.1 

Rye  flour 

...do.... 

.107 

54.5 

Coffee 

...do.... 

.88 

17.9 

Rye  bread 

...do.... 

.09 

37.5 

Milk 

...liter.. 

.07 

31.0 

Potatoes 

...do.... 

.02 

30.8 

Ksiss 

...each.. 

.05 

un.  9 

Salt 

...do.... 

.05 

11.1 

Beef 

...kilo.. 

.59 

34.4 

Butter 

...do.... 

I.IS 

75.6 

Pork 

...do.... 

.07 

75.0 

Sus^ar 

...do.... 

.15 

23.3 

Coal 

...do.... 

.01 

13.8 

Peas 

...do.... 

.30 

213.5 

Petroleum 

...liter.. 

.08 

55.  G 

Beans 

...do.... 

.29 

171.1 

Agricultural  Conditions. 

Crops  in  1915  were  as  a  whole  below  the  average,  the  potato  crop 
being  fairly  good,  while  that  of  food  products  for  live  stock  was 
much  below  average  and  had  a  marked  effect  upon  the  supply  of 
meat,  milk,  poultry,  and  eggs.  The  industry  suffered  not  only 
through  the  calling  of  large  numbers  of  young  men  to  the  army, 
but  because  of  the  taking  of  horses  suitable  for  military  purposes. 
In  some  localities  grain  cutting  was  delayed  until  the  grain  was 
oA'erripe  and  it  was  partly  lost  in  harvesting.  The  large  number  of 
military  prisoners  employed  in  agriculture,  as  well  as  the  more  gen- 
eral use  of  traction  engines  in  plowing  and  in  cutting  grain,  in  part 
relieved  the  situation. 

The  forecasts  of  crops  for  1916  show  increased  acreage  in  grain, 
vegetables,  and  sugar  beets.  Considerable  waste  land  has  been  ren- 
dered productive,  and  it  is  said  that  much  attention  is  being  given 
to  the  selection  of  those  crops  that  will  best  secure  a  food  supply  not 
only  for  the  people  but  for  live  stock. 

Wide  Range  of  Manufactures  and  of  Normal  Exports. 

The  manufactures  of  the  Frankfort  district  cover  a  wide  range, 
including  dyestuffs  and  other  chemicals,  leather,  fancy  leather  goods 
of  all  kinds,  several  lines  of  machinery  and  tools,  electrical  appli- 
ances, gunpowder,  automobiles,  bicycles,  typewriters,  sanitary  plumb- 
ing, silverware  and  jewelry,  copper  cable  and  other  copper  goods, 
rubber  tires,  furniture,  shoes,  Portland  cement,  and  many  other 
products.  Many  concerns  are  now  occupied  in  the  manufacture  of 
products  required  by  the  armies. 
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Many  conceras  in  normal  times  have  had  a  h\rge  export  trade  to 
the  United  States,  England,  Kussia,  and  other  countries.  This  is 
notably  so  in  the  dyestutf  and  chemical  industry,  fancy  leather  goods, 
silverware,  jewelry,  and  machinery.  The  larger  part  of  this  trade 
stopped  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  war. 

Chemical  Industry — Substitutes — Dyestuff  Firms  Combine. 

The  chemical  industry  contributed  liberally  to  the  manufacture 
of  goods  required  on  account  of  the  war,  but  suffered  probably 
more  than  any  other  industry  from  the  decrease  in  foreign  trade. 
The  total  product  of  this  industry  in  Germany  is  known  to  amount 
in  value  to  more  than  $400,000,000,  from  one-third  to  one-half  of 
which  is  exported.  The  industry  has  performed  an  important  part 
in  the  manufacture  of  explosives  and  other  products  used  in  the  war, 
as  well  as  in  helping  to  provide  from  the  country  itself  products  or 
substitutes  for  products  formerly  obtained  from  other  countries. 

Apart  from  artificial  saltpeter  there  was  the  need  of  a  substitute 
for  cotton  in  the  making  of  explosives,  of  artificial  camphor,  and 
cf  various  other  articles.  One  may  read  of  at  least  partially  satis- 
factory substitutes  for  rubber,  of  the  utilization  of  the  fiber  of  nettle 
as  a  substitute  for  cotton,  of  cellulose  in  the  making  of  cord  and 
twine  for  wrapping  and  other  purposes,  and  of  the  food  ^alue  of 
certain  plants  not  heretofore  used  for  this  purpose.  Much  stress  has 
been  placed  on  the  proper  preparation  and  sealing  up  of  foods  and 
pharmaceutical  products  designed  for  use  at  the  front. 

Among  the  important  events  in  the  dyestuff  industry  during  1915 
was  the  miiting  of  several  of  the  best-laiown  concerns  under  an  agree- 
ment the  purposes  of  which  are  said  to  be  to  strengthen  the  industry 
as  a  whole  and  to  reduce  costs.  For  about  11  years  two  separate 
groups  of  three  concerns  each  in  this  industry  have  had  a  business 
understanding  among  themselves.  These  groups  now  combine  and 
are  joined  by  an  additional  concern.  The  agreement,  it  is  stated, 
leaves  each  concern  independent  as  to  its  own  plant,  laboratories, 
patents,  officers,  and  men.  Salaries  and  other  items  of  expense  are 
to  be  left  to  the  individual  concerns.  Profits  are  to  be  pooled  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  In  securing  raw  products  and  in  other  matters  re- 
lating to  the  cost  of  production  each  concern  will  have  the  benefit 
of  the  information  and  experience  of  its  associates. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  arrangement  is  partly  defensive — to  better 
enable  it  to  meet  the  new  conditions  that  have  arisen  and  are  likelj' 
to  arise  after  the  war,  including  increased  competition.  Among  the 
concerns  that  have  entered  into  the  agreement  are  the  three  largest 
and  best-known  concerns  in  this  industry  in  Germany,  each  having 
54,000,000  marks  ($12,852,000)  capital 'besides  large  reserves  and 
each  of  which  paid  a  20  per  cent  dividend  last  year. 

Machine  Industries,  Etc. — American  Shoemaking-Machinery  Concern. 

Machine  industries  have  in  most  cases  gone  over  wholly  or  in  part 
to  the  manufacture  of  munitions  of  war  or  supplies  needed  by  the 
army.  One  well-known  concern  has  added  materially  to  its  plant, 
has  operated  in  tAvo  and  for  some  time  in  three  shifts,  and  reports 
a  dividend  of  20  per  cent  after  making  liberal  allowances  for  wear 
and  tear  of  plant  as  Avell  as  for  temporary  changes  in  equipment. 
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The  automobile  industry  is  represented  by  several  concerns  in  the 
district.  So  far  as  reported,  these  concerns  have  had  a  prosperous 
year.  The  building  of  automobile  trucks  and  automobiles  for  various 
military  purposes  have  been  the  chief  item.  One  of  the  leading  con- 
cerns reports  a  22  per  cent  dividend,  as  against  one  of  17  per  cent  for 
the  preceding  year;  a  second  reports  a  25  per  cent  dividend,  as 
against  a  dividend  of  12  per  cent  in  1914, 

A  large  ice-machine  concern  in  the  district  reports  an  active  year, 
with  special  demands  for  appliances  of  different  kinds  used  in  pre- 
paring and  preserving  foods.  It  reports  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  as 
against  one  of  5  per  cent  the  previous  year. 

The  manufacture  of  electrical  machinery  and  appliances  has  been 
fairly  active.  Electric  lighting  in  villages  as  Avell  as  in  cities  has 
been  on  the  increase,  partly  owing  to  the  insufficient  petroleum 
supply.  Great  quantities  of  small  storage-battery  electric  lamps  have 
been  manufactured  for  the  army. 

A  large  cable  and  copper-working  plant  has  added  to  its  buildings 
and  reports  an  active  year,  Avith  increased  earnings.  Its  dividend 
was  10  per  cent,  as  against  7  per  cent  for  1914. 

The  manufacture  of  shoemaking  machinery  in  a  well-equipped 
American  factory  is  an  important  industry  of  the  district.  The  year 
has  been  an  active  one,  with  large  demands  for  machinery  used  in  the 
making  of  shoes  and  saddlery.  This  concern,  in  common  with  the 
parent  concern  in  the  United  States,  leases  many  of  its  machines  to 
factories  instead  of  selling  them  outright.  Its  experience  as  a  foreign 
concern  in  supplying  during  the  war  large  quantities  of  machinery 
to  be  used  in  important  factories  in  different  parts  of  the  Empire  is 
significant.  Many  similar  concerns  could  be  referred  to  which  are 
conducting  their  business  Avithout  disturbance  of  any  kind. 

The  Leather  Industry — American  Concerns — Substitutes  for  Leather. 

In  the  leather  industry,  and  especially  in  the  control  and  distribu- 
tion of  hides  among  the  tanners,  the  Government  has  taken  an  active 
part.  Frankfort  is  an  important  center  of  the  leather  industry,  as 
well  as  of  that  of  hides  and  skins.  The  industry  in  this  district  em- 
braces leather  manufacture  in  several  factories,  the  manufacture  of 
fancy  leather  goods  on  a  large  scale,  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  and 
the  selling  of  American  leather  by  several  American  concerns  main- 
taining important  sales  agencies  at  Frankfort.  This  latter  branch 
has  been  broken  off  through  existing  difficulties  in  replenishing  stocks. 
Each  of  the  American  concerns  has,  however,  retained  its  business 
headquarters  and  expects  to  resume  when  conditions  permit. 

Fancy  leather  goods  manufacturers  have  been  much  affected  by  the 
loss  of  a  large  portion  of  their  export  trade.  In  some  cases  plants 
were  turned  over  wholly  or  in  part  to  saddlery  and  other  military  sup- 
plies. There  is  a  recent  tendency  to  return  to  staple  lines  of  fancy 
goods  for  the  home  demand  and  a  limited  export  trade. 

Leather  in  furniture  manufacture  is  said  to  have  been  for  the  most 
part  replaced  by  substitutes  of  different  kinds.  The  same  has  been 
true  to  some  extent  in  the  soling  of  shoes  and  for  other  purposes. 
Germany's  export  trade  in  leather  at  present  is  said  to  be  confined 
chiefly  to  light  upper  leathers. 
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The  Building  Trades — Hotels  and  Resorts. 

The  building  trades  in  this  district  have  been  inactive  except  in  the 
erection  of  the  new  factory  buildmgs  required  and  ordinary  repair 
work.  The  number  of  empty  houses  and  business  rooms  in  the  cities 
is  relatively  large,  owing  to  the  effect  of  the  war  upon  domestic  and 
business  conditions. 

The  dull  state  of  the  building  trades  has  had  its  effect  upon  the 
Portland-cement  industry  and  that  of  sanitary  plumbing,  both  of 
Avhicli  arc  important  industries  in  the  district,  as  well  as  upon  house 
furnishing  and  other  lines. 

The  hotel  business  at  Frankfort  and  in  other  parts  of  the  district 
has  suffered  much  by  the  war.  The  consular  district  has  a  large 
number  of  health  resorts  much  visited  under  normal  conditions  by 
Americans,  British,  Russians,  and  other  foreigners.  This  trade  is 
entirely  suspended,  except  as  to  a  small  number  of  American  visitors. 
While  it  is  in  part  offset  by  Germans  who  remain  in  the  country 
instead  of  going  to  other  countries  for  their  vacations,  the  number  of 
visitors  at  these  resorts  is  relatively  small. 
Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  values  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  invoiced 
through  the  consulate  general  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main  in  1914  and 
1915  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 


Agate  wares 

Antiquities 

Asbestos 

Beaded  goods 

Books 

Celluloid  goods 

Chemicals  and  drugs; 

Antipyrine 

BerLzo'ic  acid 

Bleaching  powder . . 

Bronze  powder 

Coal-tar  colors 

Frankfort  black 

Medicinal  products . 

Naphthol 

Potash 

Quinine 

Sodium,  cyanide  of . 

Chinawares. . ." 

Cigar  labels 

Chromos 

Clay 

Fancy  goods 

Gelatin 

Glue  stock 

Grass  seed 

Hair: 

Cattle 

Goat 

Reindeer 

Jewelry 

Laboratory  goods 


1914 


$77, 109 
34,968 
13, 310 
7,947 
8,782 
63, 458 

16, 834 
48, 321 
47. 141 
23. 120 
.336.801 
5, 295 


37, 520 

391,742 

7,637 

,204,389 

104, 3.54 

27, 527 

3,  .522 

55.548 

:i8, 237 

200. 957 

241,45;> 

51, 706 

78, 126 
54,2ai 


53, 806 
153,076 


1915 


$51,800 

15.661 

4,263 

1,403 


24,783 
4,811 


838,515  ' 

3,768  I 

188,791  : 


75,221 

1,243 

318,449 

54,161 

10, 052 

853 

12,811 


411,238 

30. 164 

8.691 

5,812 


24. 109 

1.097 

29.840 


Articles. 


Leather  goods 

Machinery 

Metalwares 

Musical  instruments 

Musical  strings 

Optical  goods 

Paper: 

Lithographic 

Packing 

Printing 

Platinum 

Rubber  goods 

Saasages 

Silverwares 

Skins: 

Calf 

Goat 

Hare 

Soap 

Steel  goods 

Stones,  precious  and  semi- 
precious   

Textiles:  Linen  goods 

Valise  frames 

Watch  glasses 

Wines 

Wool 

Zinc  dust,  spelter,  etc 

All  other  articles 


Total . 


1914 


$752,986 
98,536 
174,595 
15,448 
27, 586 
81,  715 

12,711 
132,384 
3,505 
844, 072 
55, 729 
44, 543 
54,134 

269,270 
57,205 

152, 558 
11,384 

164,018 

194,358 
108,309 
15,365 


428, 791 
252, 951 
385, 744 
457, 842 


12, 182, 629 


1915 


$99,469 
11, 749 
5,952 


25, 404 
12,085 

3,037 
21,842 


638 
29,' 592 


27, 420 
44, 149 
2,448 
23, 196 

104,695 
57,602 
1,067 
19,636 
66,443 


86,086 


2,760,046 


There  Avere  no  declared  exports  to  the  insular  possessions  of  the 
United  States  last  year,  except  paper  and  printed  music  invoiced  to 
the  Philippine  Islands,  which  was  valued  at  $065.     Eeturned  Amer- 
ican goods  were  valued  at  $14,41G. 
Summary  of  Declared  Exports  of  the  District. 

The  following  is  a  suniniarv  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  United 
States  pi'oper  from  the  consulate  general  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main 
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and  the  offices  in  its  jurisdiction  during  the  calendar  years  1914  and 
1915 : 


Consulates  (and  agencies). 


Aix  la  Chapelle 

Barmen 

Cologne 

Erfurt 

Frankfort  on  the  Main 

Cassel  (agenoy ) 

AMesbaden  (agency) 


1914 

1915 

$6,563,593 
11,396,800 
4,318,799 
987, 695 
12,182,629 
300,309 
1,327,561 

$2,304,324 
3,650,98(5 
794,023 
401,058 
2,760,046 
59,048 
225, 104 

Consulates  (an  1  ageni'ies). 


Kehl 

Mannheim 

Neustait  (agencjO 

Nuremberg 

Stuttgart 

Total 


1914 


$4,594,483 

8,216,291 

216, 717 

7,056,586 

4,043,225 


61,201,689 


1915 


$979, 280 

1,887,304 

23,527 

2,275.764 

1,007,581 


16,368,045 


The  declared  exports  inA'oiced  at  the  same  offices  for  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  during  1915  were  valued  at  $25,588  as  compared  with 
$367,248  in  1914.  The  exports  to  Porto  Rico  amounted  to  $5,851 
against  $118,640  in  1914. 

The  total  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  and  its  insular  pos- 
sessions during  the  last  five  years,  as  invoiced  at  the  consulate  gen- 
eral at  Frankfort  on  the  Main  and  the  offices  in  its  jurisdiction,  were 
as  follows :  In  1911,  $58,325,633 ;  1912,  $64,806,127 ;  1913,  $67,728,035 ; 
1914,  $01,690,333;  and  1915,  $16,399,484. 

BRUNSWICK. 

By  Coiisnl  Talbot  J.  Albert,  April  27. 

In  spite  of  17  months  of  war,  business  conditions  in  the  Brunswick 
consular  district  have  remained  active  and  for  the  most  part  prosper- 
ous. As  this  district  is  in  a  large  measure  agricultural,  in  which 
canning  is  a  leading  industry,  orders  for  army  and  naval  supplies 
produced  unusual  activity.  The  factories  for  canning  vegetables 
and  meats  could  hardly  meet  the  demands  made  upon  them.  Manu- 
factories of  metal  cans  were  kept  busy  to  their  utmost  capacity.  The 
flour  mills  and  sugar  factories  also  had  a  prosperous  year  with  good 
profits.  The  farmers  obtained  high  and  profitable  prices  for  their 
products,  although  they  were  greatly  inconvenienced  by  the  want  of 
and  high  prices  for  cattle  feed. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  building  industry  was  paralyzed  and 
the  cement  and  brick  industries  suffered  from  the  pressure  of 
war.  During  1915  few  new  business  or  industrial  enterprises  Avere 
financed  in  this  district.  Banking  activity  was  much  limited  by 
the  Avar.  The  establishment  of  a  garden  city  at  Riddagshausen,  a 
suburb  of  Brunswick,  made  progress. 

Money  remained  so  easy  during  the  j^ear  that  the  banks  could 
scarcely  find  use  for  it,  and  their  interest  accounts  for  this  reason 
suffered.     Their   chief   business   consisted   in   placing  the   national 
loans. 
Potash-Mining  Industry  Affected — Prires  and  Exports. 

The  year  was  unfavorable  for  the  potash  industry.  The  export 
prohibition  by  the  Ministry  of  War  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
took  aw^ay  in  a  large  measure  the  market  for  the  concentrated  salts 
Avhich  pay  best  and  which  help  to  compensate  the  potash  Avorks  for 
higher  Avages,  for  the  continued  advance  in  the  price  of  coal,  and  for 
other  operatiA'e  expenses,  and  especially  for  the  losses  on  the  domestic 
prices  for  potash  salts  delivered  to  the  German  agricultural  industry. 
The  40  per  cent  increase  in  the  price  for  manure  salts  for  inland 
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consumption  granted  by  the  Biindesrat  to  take  effect  October  1, 1915, 
was  unimportant  and  not  suflBcient  to  compensate  the  potash  works 
for  the  advance  in  wages  caused  by  the  increased  cost  of  subsistence 
of  the  workmen.  During  1915  the  nimiber  of  companies  in  the  pot- 
ash syndicate  increased  from  193  to  204  and  the  percentage  of  sales 
allowed  to  the  old  works  correspondingly  decreased. 

The  proposed  increase  by  the  Government  of  1^  pfennigs  per  kilo 
(about  16  cents  per  100  pounds)  for  pure  potash  is  not  considered 
sufficient  by  the  industry  in  its  present  condition.  It  is  calculated 
that  this  increase  in  price  will  bring  the  industry  annually  about 
$1,785,000,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  advance  in  monthly  wages, 
coal,  lubricating  oil,  and  other  materials  amounts  to  between 
$5,950,000  and  $7,140,000.  This  is  regarded  as  insufficient  assist- 
ance and  in  no  comparison  with  what  should  be  granted,  consider- 
ing that  the  export  prohibition  has  caused  a  market  loss  of  $21,- 
420,000. 

The  countries  to  which  potash  salts  are  now  exported  are  Sweden, 
Norway,  Denmark,  the  Netherlands,  Switzerland,  and  the  occupied 
parts  of  Belgium,  France,  and  Eussian  Poland. 

Conditions  in  the  Machinery  Industry. 

In  the  machinery  industry,  large  orders  from  tlie  military  and 
naval  authorities  made  up  for  the  orders  whicli  failed  to  come  from 
foreign  countries,  and  under  the  changed  conditions  the  employees 
Avere  kept  busy.  The  purchase  of  raw  materials  was  attended  with 
difficulties  which  delayed  deliveries  of  manufactured  goods.  The 
considerable  rise  in  the  original  cost  of  raw  materials  and  in  wages 
increased  the  price  of  manufactured  articles.  The  punctual  payment 
of  war  orders  made  money  easy. 

Besides  ailicles  for  war  purposes,  during  tlie  year  a  ninnber  of 
grain  mills,  oil  mills,  storehouses,  transport  and  pneuuiatic  plants, 
pneumatic  elevators,  cement  mills,  hydraulic  presses,  and  machinery 
of  different  kinds  were  supplied.  Potash-nitrogen  plants  were  erected 
especially  for  military  purposes. 

Optical  Instrument  and  Bicycle  Trades. 

The  taking  over  by  the  (itoveriiment  of  the  most  important  metals 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  optical  instruments  had  an  imfavorable 
effect  for  a  time  on  this  industry.  It  was  also  difficult  to  obtain 
skilled  workmen  for  new  technical  instruments  for  which  a  demand 
arose.  The  readiness  of  the  hands  to  work  overtime,  however,  enabled 
the  industry  to  meet  large  military  orders  for  instruments.  The 
business  has  increased  so  that  a  new  factory  will  be  erected  in  a 
suburb  of  Brunswick. 

The  bicj'cle  industry  was  unfavorably  affected  during  the  first 
months  of  the  war,  but  afterwards  improved  under  military  orders 
for  goods.  Early  losses  were  thus  in  a  great  measure  made  good. 
The  steady  rise  in  raw  material  and  the  want  of  skilled  hands  caused 
an  advance  in  the  price  of  manufactured  products. 
Sugar  Refining-. 

The  fear  that  through  the  outbreak  of  war  the  loss  of  exports 
would  depress  the  sugar  market  was  not  realized.  The  measures 
^-aken  at  the  end  of  October,  1014,  to  regulate  the  trade  and  fix  the 
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highest  price  of  sugar  prevented  a  depression.  Tiic  demand  for 
sugar  for  inland  consumption  was  unusually  good,  and  raw  sugar 
was  used  in  large  quantities  for  cattle  feed.  During  the  year  1915-16 
the  cultivation  of  sugar  beets  will  be  largely  restricted  and  it  is 
thought  that  the  production  of  sugar  will  therefore  be  considerably 
less. 

Commercial  Statistics — Exports  to  the  United  States. 

There  are  no  official  German  commercial  statistics  for  1915  avail- 
able for  this  consular  district.  It  is  an  inland  district  and  has  no 
port  of  entry.  There  are,  therefore,  no  export  and  import  statistics 
except  those  of  the  American  consulate.  The  only  other  exports  to 
foreign  countries  so  far  as  known  are  sugar  machinery  to  Italy, 
Japan,  and  the  islands  of  Taiwan  (Formosa)  and,  strange  to  say 
for  an  inland  district,  large  cranes  for  floating  lighters  shipped  to 
various  foreign  harbors;  also  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
smokeless  powder  and  potash  salts  are  exported — all  in  unknown 
(quantities. 

The  following  table  shows  the  declared  value  of  the  principal 
articles  exported  to  the  United  States  as  invoiced  througli  the 
Brunswick  consulate  in  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 


Animals,  live 

Asphalt 

Birds 

Glass,  optical 

Glove  leather 

Leather  gloves 

Lithopone 

Machines: 

Calculating 

Knitting 

Sewing 

IMiotographic  and  optical 
instruments 


1914 


SI.  99.-? 
7.329 
.3S;  140 
20S.63G 
37,363 
38,211 
21,671 


14,911 


1915 


1,S67 


Articles. 


Potasli 

Printed  music. . 

Quinine 

Sausage 

Sugar-heet  seed. . 
Sugar,  re.lnei... 
Woolen  blankets 
.Ml  otlicr  articles 

Tolil 


,  296. 7.S3 

4,H,30 

264.381 

l.'>,()33 

266, 930 

7,677 

8,802 

39, 173 


$717,675 
.^,229 
.">,626 


835 
4,91.5 


89S, 169 


In  1915  there  were  exported  to  Porto  Rico  6  pianos,  valued  at  $955, 
but  nothing  to  the  Philippines  or  Hawaii,  while  in  1914  there  were 
exported  to  the  Philippines  pianos  of  the  declared  value  of  $7,855 
and  one  shipment  to  Porto  Ivico  of  coal-tar  products  valued  at  $;U:3. 
No  American  goods  were  returned  in  1915. 

From  the  time  of  the  passage  by  the  British  Council  in  Trade  of 
certain  orders  relating  to  goods  bought  and  paid  for  by  American 
importers  before  March  1,  1915,  the  exports  from  this  district  have 
almost  ceased.  A  large  part  of  the  goods  shipped  before  that  (h\te 
have  been  indefinitely  detained  at  Rotterdam.  The  shipments  by 
way  of  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  the  usual  course  of  trade,  ceased  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  war.  During  the  la.st  three-(juarters  of  1915  the 
shipments  were  confined  to  four  articles — optical  ghiss,  leather  gloves, 
calculating  machines,  and  printed  music.  In  the  case  of  the  principal 
articles  of  export,  such  as  potash,  used  most!}'  as  fertilizer,  the 
amount  exported  to  the  United  States  in  1915,  wliich  was  all  exported 
during  the  first  quarter,  was  valued  at  $717,695.  as  compared  with 
$4,296,783  for  the  entire  year  1914.  The  e.xport  of  pota.sh  stilts  to  the 
United  States  was  forl)idden  by  the  (lerman  (ioveinm'nt. 
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KEHL. 

By  Coiisal  Milo  A.  JeT»'ett,  May  5. 

Up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  European  hostilities  there  liad  been 
a  steady  and  gratifying  increase  of  exports  from  the  considar  dis- 
trict of  Kehl  to  the  United  States,  which  reached  its  cuhnination  in 
the  second  quarter  of  1914,  the  declared  lvalue  of  exjjorts  from  the 
district  to  the  United  States  during  that  quarter  being  nearly 
$2,000,000,  The  most  imj^ortant  articles  of  export  were  the  products 
of  the  spinning  and  weaving  mills  of  this  district,  more  especially  of 
Alsace.  These  textile  industries  are  the  growth  of  hundreds  of  years, 
(hiring  ^Yhich  technical  training  and  skill  combined  with  sound  prin- 
ciples of  amortization  of  original  outlays  have  created  an  industrial 
situation  in  which  the  best  productive  results  may  be  obtained  at  the 
lowest  cost. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  the  Kehl  consular  district  to 
the  United  States,  Avith  their  declared  values,  in  1914  and  1915,  as 
invoiced  at  this  consulate,  are  indicated  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Bead  embroideries 

Buttons: 

Agate 

Collar 

Shoe 

Cars  and  vehicles 

(liemieals: 

Alizarin 

Coal-tar  products 

Another 

Clocks  and   watches,    and 
parts  of: 

Cloc'is  and  watches 

Parts  of 

Cotton,  manufactures  of: 

Thread — Spool  and  em- 
broidery.'  

Cotton  cloth — 

Bleached 

Printed 

All  other 

Fertilizers 

Fibers,  manufactures  of: 

Linen,  embroidered 

Ramie  yarn 

All  other 

r;elatin,and  manufactures  of 
C.  lass  and  glassware: 

Blown 

Plates 

Eyeglasses 

Watch  glasses 

Olue  and  glue  size 

Hair,  human,  nets 

Hats,  materials:     Hatters' 

plush 

Hides  and  Siins: 

Calf  skins— G  reen 

Another 

Hops 


1914 


$5, 4 GO 

3,9S2 
8,  OSS 
7,893 
13,C2j 

21,858 
4,017 
11,759 


36,5(i9 
20, 6C1 


1,091,310 

20,203 
107.  SS9 

52, 133 
458, 149 

15,262 
79,515 
13,570 
31,205 

43,870 
207 
15,357 
83,593 
75,185 
44,955 

22,525 

241,050 
43.985 
74,513 


1915 


$972 

5,013 
5. 021 
5,118 


23,543 
'"i,67i 


8,332 
6,000 


538,980 
24,750 


5,097 
16,297 


454 
25,019 


4,218 
31,660 

6,199 
35, 128 

3,138 


27,030 


Articles 


Iron   and   steel,    manufac- 
tures of: 

Machinery 

Another.' 

Jewelry  (gold  and  silverl 

Leather  and  tanned  skins: 

Glove  leather 

Fancy  leather 

L'pper  leather — 

Calf,  goat,  and  kid. , 

Sheep  and  lamb 

Musical  instr\iments 

Paints  and  pigments 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of; 

Books 

Boxes 

Engravings,  etc 

Pictures,  booklets 

Papier-raaeh6  goods. . . . 

Photographic  paper 

Wall  paper 

Wrapping  paper 

All  other 

Paper  stock:  Rags 

Photographic  films 

Platinum  jewelry 

Precious  stones 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 

Silk  embroideries 

All  other 

Silk,  artificial:  Thread '. 

Spirits,  wine?,  etc 

Sugar  candy 

Wool,  manufactures  of: 

Yarns 

Blankets 

Dress  goods 

Another 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


$139,681 
42,9&3 
9, 142 

8, 073 
13,107 

90,388 
2,870 

23, 188 
7,, 502 

40,395 
3,700 
2,083 
9,351 

30, 070 
0,047 

20,036 

27,505 
9,307 

14,723 
5,839 
4,S}8 
8.009 


1915 


?39,957 
9, 449 


5,494 


20,912 
1,771 
4,197 

90,783 

23,898 
5,430 

432,415 
7,906 

124,514 


4,505,329 


4,3.53 
5,004 


25,068 
1,073 


281 
21,761 
1,216 
6,518 
10,257 
2,840 


4,501 


6, 731 
1,161 

15.798 


1.449 
16,997 


11,870 


979, 280 


The  declared  value  of  exports  from  this  district  to  the  Philippine 
Islands  during  1915  was  $033,  as  against  $'27,154  in  1914,  and  con- 
sisted wholly  of  steel  bars.  There  were  no  exports  from  this  district 
to  Porto  Rico  or  to  Hawaii  in  1915  and  no  invoices  of  returned 
American  goods. 
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As  compared  with  1914,  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  declared  vahie 
of  all  articles  exported  in  1915  to  the  United  States,  except  agate 
buttons,  alizarin,  sheep  and  lamb  slrins,  silk  embroideries,  and  arti- 
ficial silk  thread,  besides  a  good  many  articles  iisnally  exported  to 
America  which  were  not  sent  at  all  in  1915. 

As  regards  importations  from  the  United  States,  this  part  of  Ger- 
many in  1915  suffered  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Empire.     There 
are  no  statistics  upon  which  to  base  a  calculation  of  the  amount  of 
goods  received. 
Regulations  Concerning  Food,  Etc. 

In  1915  many  ordinances  and  regulations  were  issued  that  touched 
and  controlled  the  economic  and  commercial  life  of  the  people.  The 
control  of  the  internal  and  external  commerce,  the  regulation  of 
industries,  and  the  husbanding  of  the  supplies  of  the  country  neces- 
sitated many  innovations  in  the  regulation  of  the  social,  industrial, 
and  economic  life  of  the  people,  and,  while  much  of  this  work  Avas 
new,  theoretical,  and  experimental,  it  was  carried  out  with  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  As  a  rule  the  regulations  were  instituted  to  pre- 
vent a  serious  shortage  of  essential  materials,  to  prevent  speculation 
in  the  necessities  of  life,  and  to  secure  an  equitable  distribution  of  the 
stores  on  hand  or  imported.  Thej'^  do  not  necessarily  indicate  an 
actual  serious  shortage,  but  are  merely  the  outcome  of  efficient  fore- 
thought and  of  a  high  degree  of  national  organization  of  private 
interests. 
Industry  and  Labor. 

Aside  from  conditions  that  affect  the  industries  of  the  country  as  a 
whole,  the  commerce  and  industries  of  this  district  suffer  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  in  the  area  of  active  military  operations. 

In  spite  of  adverse  conditions  labor  was  well  occupied  during  1915. 
Workmen  in  certain  classes  of  industries  who  were  obliged  to  restrict 
or  to  stop  work  on  account  of  the  lack  of  raw  materials,  for  example, 
the  textile  industries,  were  generally  engaged  in  other  lines.  In  some 
cases  considerable  numbers  of  operatives  were  transferred  by  the 
Government  to  other  districts  where  labor  was  more  in  demand. 
Belgian  miners  and  Russian  prisoners  have  been  set  to  work  in  tlie 
mines  of  this  district,  and  many  prisoners  are  at  work  on  the  farms 
and  roads  and  in  various  other  occupations  in  different  parts  of  the 
coimtry. 

Man}^  factories  that  formerly  were  occupied  in  other  lines  are 
now  emploj^ed  on  Government  work.  The  watch  and  clock  factories, 
for  example,  are  now  busy  with  army  orders.  As  the  result  of  the 
adaptation  of  industries  and  the  transfer  and  regulation  of  labor, 
together  Avith  national.  State,  and  municipal  aid  to  the  needy,  and 
especially  to  the  families  of  soldiers,  there  is  little  apparent  destitu- 
tion among  the  working  classes.  Wages  have  advanced,  and  man}' 
persons,  especially  women,  girls,  boys,  and  elderly  men,  are  now 
wage  earners  who  were  not  so  before  the  war. 
The  Tanneries  Are  Busy — Textile  Industries  Depressed. 

The  tanneries  and  leather  works  are  doing  a  large  business,  chiefly 
for  the  army.  Prices  of  leather  are  high  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
they  have  been  fixed  at  certain  maximums.    Shoes  are  dear:  prices 
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have  risen  15  to  30  per  cent  on  coniinon  stock  and  from  50  to  100  per 
cent  on  liigh-gjrade  shoes.  All  the  materials  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  shoes  and  boots — leather,  oil,  thread,  nails,  linings,  and  paper — 
have  risen  in  price. 

The  profits  of  industries  that  do  not  contribute  to  the  military 
interests  or  to  the  strict  necessities  of  life  have  been  curtailed. 

The  textile  industries  have  suffered  seriously  from  lack  of  raw 
material,  lack  of  men,  little  or  no  export,  and  a  dull  home  trade. 
In  the  most  important  weaving;  and  spinning  centers  of  Alsace  not 
more  than  15  per  cent  of  normal  work  was  being  done  at  the  end 
of  1915.  In  some  mills  about  one-third  of  the  normal  force  was 
Avorking  two  days  a  week,  which  means  only  one-ninth  of  normal 
activity.  A  few  textile  mills  are  entirely  closed,  owing  to  lack  of 
material  or  lack  of  skilled  overseers,  or  because  they  are  too  close 
to  the  area  of  hostilities.  HoAvever,  in  order  to  help  the  workers, 
who  are  largely  women,  the  mill  owners  are  doing  what  tliey  can  to 
give  emplo3^ment  to  the  mill  hands. 

The  jute  mills  are  doing  little,  because  of  a  lack  of  raw  material. 
A'^arious  substitute  fibers  have  been  experimented  with.  Hop  vines, 
as  a  substitute  for  jute,  have  been  tried  Avith  poor  success.  Better 
results  haA'e  been  obtained  from  the  fiber  of  nettles.  Manufactures 
allied  to  the  spinning  and  Aveaving  industries  have  been  handicapped. 
Aid  to  Workmen  from  Associations — Employment  Statistics. 

Most  of  the  great  industrial  associations  have  organized  pecuniary 
aid  for  their  Avorkers.  The  association  of  textile  industries  in  the 
(Irand  Duchy  of  Baden,  for  example,  pays  to  each  Avorkman  Avho 
is  thrown  out  of  Avork  by  the  closing  of  a  mill  and  Avho  has  not  found 
other  employment  the  sum  of  19  cents  a  day  if  he  is  single  and 
28.5  cents  a  clay  if  he  has  a  famil}^  If  he  has  a  wife  Avho  is  also 
unemployed  and  Avho  was  a  mill  operative,  19  cents  a  day  is  alloAved 
for  her,  or  if  she  Avas  not  an  operative  12  cents  a  day;  for  each 
Avorking  child  who  is  out  of  Avork  12  cents  a  day ;  and  for  each 
child  not  of  working  age,  7  cents.  In  addition,  a  family  of  four 
])ersons  receives  $2.28  per  Aveek,  and  a  larger  family  $3.23  per  Aveek, 
for  the  house-rent  account.  The  State  and  county  contribute  one- 
half  of  the  aboA'e  amounts,  and  the  other  half  is  equally  divided  be- 
tAveen  the  town  and  the  mill  owners. 

The  Government  employment  bureaus  are  to  some  extent  indexes 
of  the  state  of  the  labor  conditions.  In  the  following  table  are 
giA'en  figures  for  1913  and  1915,  taken  from  the  publications  of  the 
Statistical  Department  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  showing  the 
number  of  "  help  Avanted "  positions  registered  at  the  official  em- 
ployment bureaus,  the  number  of  applicants  for  Avork,  and  the  num- 
ber of  applicants  per  100  offered  positions: 


Sex  and  years. 

Places  to 
be  filled. 

Workers 
wanting 
places 

Number 
of  work- 
ers per  100 
places. 

Se.x  and  years. 

Places  to 
be  filled. 

AVorkers 
wanting 
places. 

Number 
of  work- 
ers per  100 
places. 

Males: 
1913 

108,587 
109,209 

237,724 
lis, 220 

219 

IDS 

Females: 

1913 

80,383 

60,536 

76,321 
91,079 

95 

1915          .   .   .   . 

1915 

150 

GEBMANT^ — KEHL. 
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According  to  the  foregoing  jSgiires  the  male  applicants  for  work 
in  1915  were  only  half  as  many  as  in  1913,  and  while  there  were  219 
male  applicants  for  every  100  positions  in  1913,  there  were  only  108 
in  1915,  On  the  other  hand,  offers  of  places  for  women  were  regis- 
tered less  frequently  in  1915  than  in  the  previous  years,  and  the  num- 
ber of  female  applicants  for  work  considerabl}'^  exceeded  the  number 
of  places  offered.  The  statistics  published  month  by  month  show  the 
percentages  of  places  filled  to  be  as  follows :  For  males,  45  to  65  per 
cent  in  1915,  as  compared  with  about  25  to  40  per  cent  in  1913 ;  for 
females,  about  35  to  50  per  cent  in  1915,  as  compared  with  about  55 
to  65  per  cent  in  1913. 

Public  Finance — Increased  Savings  Deposits. 

Aside  from  the  large  expenditures  of  the  National  Government,  the 
various  States  and  towns  have  had  heavy  extraordinary  expenses  in 
1915.  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden  in  1915  had  $9,401,000  extraordi- 
nary and  war  expenses  and  the  expenditures  exceeded  the  receipts 
by  $13,328,000. 

In  spite  of  unfavorable  conditions  that  affect  commerce  and  indus- 
try and  that  weigh  more  or  less  heavily  upon  the  common  people, 
who  feel  keenly  the  increased  cost  of  living,  there  seems  to  be  an 
abundance  of  money  in  the  banks.  At  the  close  of  1915  the  banks 
were  generally  paying  only  2  per  cent  on  current  accounts.  There 
appears  to  be  little  demand  for  money,  except  for  Government 
purposes.  Enterprises  that  are  flourishing  have  money  enough  and 
do  not  wish  to  borrow.  To  enterprises  that  are  not  doing  well  the 
banks  will  not  furnish  money  at  present.  Few  new  enterprises  are 
formed.  In  spite  of  the  hard  times  the  savings  banks  deposits  have 
increased  considerably  since  the  war  began. 

Statistics  of  the  Strassburg  Municipal  Savings  Bank  are  given  in 
the  following  table : 


Years. 


1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 


Deposited. 


$2,334,997 
3,440,090 
3,792,954 
3,681,071 


With- 
drawn. 


$2,379,949 
2,462.925 
2,65S;95G 
3,115.782 


New  de- 
positors. 


8,090 
8,388 
7,682 
5,752 


Total 
deposits, 
including 
interest, 
on  De- 
cember 31. 


$5,894,066 
7,049,362 
8,407,29:5 
9,236,722 


On  December  31,  1915,  there  were  108,215  depositors  holding  ac- 
counts in  the  bank,  a  larger  number  than  ever  before. 

The  Agricultural  Year — Crops. 

xVs  regards  agricultural  conditions,  the  military  operations  on  the 
western  frontier  and  the  shortage  of  male  labor  and  of  working 
animals  tended  to  diminish  production.  Very  few  official  statistics 
in  regard  to  the  size  of  the  harvest  have  been  published,  but  it  ap- 
pears that  the  crops  in  general  were  fairly  good.  The  grain  crop 
was  fair,  but  the  amount  of  straw  was  small,  owing  to  a  dry  season  in 
the  early  part  of  the  summer.     The  hay  crop  was  below  the  average. 
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The  vegetable  crop  was  good,  but  it  is  reported  that  the  vegetables 
did  not  keej)  well,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  potatoes  were  frozen 
while  being  transported  on  the  railroads.  The  crop  of  potatoes  in 
Alsace-Lorraiue.  it  is  reported  in  the  newspapers,  amounted  to 
40,000,000  bushels,  as  compared  with  32,000,000  bushels  in  1914.  In 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden  the  potato  crop  was  41,800,000  bushels, 
as  against  20,588,000  in  1914.  The  beet  and  other  root  crops  were 
reported  to  be  large.  The  hop  crop  in  Alsace-Lorraine  was  estimated 
at  7,710,000  pounds,  the  same  as  in  1914.  Fruit  crops  in  Baden  were 
excellent,  while  in  Alsace-Lorraine  they  were  reported  to  be  poor. 
The  wine  cro})  was  fairly  successful  in  Baden,  larger  than  for  several 
3'ears.  The  wine-growing  districts  of  Alsace-Lorraine  produced  a 
small  vintage  owing  to  the  military  occupation  of  a  considerable  part 
of  the  district.  The  tobacco  crops  in  Baden  and  in  Alsace-Lorraine 
were  good,  but  the  acreage  in  Alsace-Lorraine  was  less  than  half 
that  of  1912.  The  demand  was  good  and  prices  high.  There  was  a 
scarcity  of  good  cigarette  tobacco. 

Iron  and  Coal  Mining  Operations. 

According  to  the  reports  of  the  German  Iron  and  Steel  Associa- 
tion, the  production  of  raw  iron  in  Germany,  including  Luxemburg, 
in  1914  was  14,384,000  metric  tons  and  in  1915  only  11,783,000  metric 
tons.  Of  this  amount,  about  30  ])er  cent  w^as  produced  in  Lorraine. 
The  total  production  in  1912  was  17,868,909  metric  tons. 

The  output  of  coal  in  this  district  during  1915  appears  to  have 
been  between  50  and  70  per  cent  of  the  normal  production.  Indus- 
trial demands  for  coal  were  less  than  normal.  Both  the  exportatiop 
i!ud  private  household  use  of  coal  were  restricted. 

The  potash  mines  of  this  district  have  remained  closed  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  The  petroleum  mines  of  Alsace,  although  of 
relatively  little  importance  in  times  of  peace,  have  acquired  an 
enhanced  a  alue  now  and  have  been  worked  with  as  much  activity  as 
possible. 

Traffic  Statistics. 

In  1915  the  amount  of  freight  handled  at  the  Strassbui'g  Ehein 
harbor  decreased  considerably  as  compared  Avith  the  amount  in 
recent  years,  while  the  amount  in  the  Kehl  Ehein  harbor  was  larger 
than  in  any  ])revious  year  except  1913.  The  total  freight  handled 
in  these  two  harbors  during  the  last  four  years  was  as  follows : 


Years. 


1912. 
1913. 


Strassburg 
Harbor. 


Metric  tons. 
2,372,329 
2,726,977 


Kebl 
Harbor. 


Metric  tons. 
415,787 
510,039 


Years. 


1914. 
1915. 


Strassburg 
Harbor. 


Metric  tons. 
2,020,045 
1,249,214 


Kehl 
Harbor. 


Metric  tons. 
470, 483 
476, 585 


The  number  of  railroad  tickets  (adult)  sold  at  Strassburg  in  1915 
was  882,869,  as  compared  with  2,301,495  in  1913. 

In  1914  the  Strassburg  Electric  Street  Railway,  having  a  length 
of  about  49  miles,  transported  35,123,463  persons  and  the  receipts 
Avere  $754,264.  In  1915,  37,651,852  persons  were  transported  and  the 
receipts  were  $778,850. 
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New  Firms — Decreased  Building^  Operations. 

The  number  of  firms  newly  established  at  Strassburg  in  1915  was 
310,  against  602  in  1914  and  730  in  1913.  The  number  discontinued 
was  120,  against  343  in  1914  and  465  in  1913. 

Building  operations  at  Strassburg  diminished  considerably  in  1915. 
Official  statistics  give  the  number  of  buildings  constructed  in  1915  as 
69,  compared  with  114  in  1914,  182  in  1913,  and  221  in  1912. 
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LIST  OF  PUBLISHED  SUPPLEMENTS.    " 

Tlic  annual  reports  from  consular  officers  are  issued  as  supple- 
ments to  Commerce  Keports  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  receipt. 
p]ach  supplement  is  so  numbered  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  they 
may  be  assembled  by  countries  and  bound.  A  definite  number  is 
assigned  to  each  country,  and  the  reports  from  the  various  consular 
districts  in  that  countiy  are  distinguished  by  the  addition  of  a  letter, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  issued.  Following  is  a  list  of  the 
supplements  issued  since  January  1,  1916: 


COUNTIIV   OR  COXSULAU  DISTRICT. 


Penmaik 

France: 

Havre  and  Lyon 

Havre.  Grenoble,  La  Rochelle,  Nice, 

and  St.  Etienne 

For  all  ol"  France 

Germany: 

Hamburg,  Aix  la  CUapelie,  Breslau, 
Cologne,  Plauen,  Leipzig,  Dresden, 

Markncukirchen,  and  Coburg 

Frank forf-on-ihe-Main,  Brunswick, 

nnd  Kehl 

For  all  of  Germany 

Greece:  Patra.s 

Netherlands:  Amsterdam 

Norway:  Bergen  and  Stavangcr 

Portugal 

Russia:  Petrograd  and  Odessa 

Spain : 

Canary  Lslands 

Barcelona 

Madrid,  Malaga,  .lerez  de  la  Frontcra, 

Seville,  and  N'alencia 

Sweden:  Goteborg 

United  Kingdom: 
England- 
Birmingham,  Hiiduusfleld,  Not- 

1  ingliam,  and  ShelHeld 

Liverpool 

Manchester 

Bradford 

Scotland — Edinburgh  and  Dunferm- 
line   

Ireland — 

Belfast 

Cork 

Wales— 

Cardiir 

Swansea 

For  all  of  United  Kingdom. ..„..„**. 


NO.  OP 
SUPPLE- 
MENT. 


So 
5a,  5d 


Ga 

6b 
Ca 
7a 
9a 

l()c\ 
lla 
i;.a 

l.-.a 
l^b 

l.-)C 
IGC 


19a 
IJe 
lyf 
Wg 

19b 

19c 
19h 

19d 
19b 
laa 


COUNTRY  OR  CONSULAR  DISTRICT. 


Canada: 

British  Columbia 

Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Al 
berta 

Quebec  Province 

For  all  of  Canada 

Cuba: 

Cienfuegos 

For  all  of  Cuba 

Haiti: 

Aux  Caves  and  Jeromie 

For  all  of  Haiti 

Hondnras: 

Ceiba  and  Puerto  Cortes 

For  all  of  Hondnras 

Dominican  Republic: 

Puerto  Plata  and  Santo  Do:ningn. . 

For  all  of  Dominican  Re^jublic 

Argentina: 

Rosario  and  Province  of  Mendoza. . 

For  all  of  Argentina  

Cra::i!: 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

For  all  ot  Brazil 

Chile 

Paraguay 

Venezuela 

British  India: 

Burma 

For  all  of  Brilish  India 

China: 

Swatow  and  Focchow 

Hongkong 

Japan: 

Taiwan  ( Formosa) 

For  all  of  Japan 

Persia 

New  Zealand 

Philippine  Islands ,....  — 


NO.  OF 
.SUPPLE- 
MENT. 


23b 

23c 
23d 
23a 

2oa 
25a 

30a 
30a 

31a 
31a 

26a 
26a 

38a 
3Sb 

40a 
40b 
41a 
45a 
4Sa 

SOa 
50a 

52a 
52b 

.'iob 
55a 
57a 
61a 
SOa 
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